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Catharine Parr Traill and Susanna Moodie are icons of the Canadian imagination. Yet most of what

we know of these two English gentlewomen who spent their adult lives struggling in

BritainÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s harsh and vigorous colony comes from their own self-consciously crafted writings

and from other writersÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ sometimes fanciful depictions of them. But what were the women

behind the authorial voices really like? In Sisters in the Wilderness, award-winning author Charlotte

Gray breathes life into two remarkable and fascinating characters and brings us a vivid picture of life

in the backwoods of Upper Canada.
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I cannot believe that these women are not as well known in Canada as the Bronte's are in the UK

and are not part of the high school curriculum's reading list. They are part of Canada's early

"literati". These talented literary sister's story is an amazing, touching, even inspiring story of our

early pioneering women who faced unbelivible hardship in an unforgiving enviorment of the

backwoods with only the hap hazard support (at least in finacial terms) of their husbands. Their

struggle gives testament to the early european immigrants who had none of the support enjoyed

today and faced a much harsher enviorment. Their spirit is to be admired by any new Canadian



immigrant and a eye opener for the rest of us.
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